
Use
Insect Repellent 
Products Safely 

on Children

Insect repellents containing DEET and picaridin help 
prevent mosquito bites, but should be used with caution. 

These products can cause health problems if they are 
used wrong or if too much is used.

Carefully use repellents on children 

following these recommendations:

Do...
U  Have adults apply insect repellent on children.
U  30% DEET concentration is the maxium 
       that should be used on children and infants.
U  Apply repellents only to exposed skin and/or 
       clothing as directed on product label.
U  Use just enough repellent to cover exposed skin.  
       Heavy use does not increase protection.
U  Store insect repellents out of reach of children.
U  After returning indoors, wash skin with soap and 
       water.  Remove and wash clothing that was treated.

Do Not...
U  Use any kind of insect repellent on babies 
       under 2 months of age.
U  Apply insect repellent to a child’s eye, mouth, 
       or hands; use sparingly around ears.
U  Use insect repellent on skin covered by clothing.
U  Use repellent on cuts, wounds or irritated skin.
U  Spray repellant products in enclosed areas 
       or near food.
U  Use combination repellent and sun screen products.  
       Repellents are not reapplied as much as sun screen

If you suspect a child is having a reaction* to DEET, wash treated 
skin with soap and water.  Call National Poison Control 
(1-800-222-1222) or your physician for help.  Take
the product with you to the physician.  *Although
rare, a skin rash may develop.

Call 441-8000 for more information.
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